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Petitioners hereby assert that the delay in payment of the fee under 37 CFR 

§ 1 .20(e) for maintaining the aboye^referenced patent in force beyond four years was 

* • 

unintentional, and that this is true from the date of expiration of the patent to the filing of 
the present petition. The maintenance fee is paid herewith. 

The above patent was received by the US firm handling the prosecution of the 
application, and mailed to the Japanese associate firm responsible for the matter. 
However, the patent was never received by the Japanese firm. The US firm was not 
handling maintenance fees for the patent, and the Japanese firm had a practice of 
docketing maintenance fees upon receipt of the patent. Therefore, the maintenance fees 
were never docketed for payment. The failure to receive the patent and docket the 
maintenance fees were discovered by the Japanese firm in July of this year, during a 
routine scanning of files for conversion into an electronic format. Upon discovering the 
issue, the Japanese firm has been in contact with counsel in the US to investigate the 
activities concerning the receipt and mailing of the patent, and the options for pursuing 
revival. Therefore, there was no intent on the part of the patent owner or its 
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representatives to allow the patent to lapse/and this has been true up to the filing of this 
petition. 

Please charge Deposit Account 50-3478 in the amount of $1,640 to cover the 
surcharge under 37 CFR §1.20 (i)(2) for payment of maintenance fee after expiration of a 
patent when delay is unintentional. 

Please charge any additional fees to Deposit Account 50-3478. 

If there are any questions regarding this Petition, the Office is invited to contact 
Petitioners' Representative, noted below. 
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Dated: September 22, 2011 
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Respectfully submitted, 

HAM RE, SCHUMANN, MUELLER & 

LARSON, P.C. , 

P.O. Box 2902 - 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-0902 
(612)455 



By! 
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►uglas P. Mueller 
Reg. No. 30,300 



. 4 T \ 

* * 



i »::* 

* ^ » 



PACE 6/9 ' RCVDAT W22J2011 10:27:57 PM [Eastern OayOgW Time) * SVR:W«PTOFAX«003/8 • 0(03:2738300 * CSID:61 24 553801 " DURATION (mm-ss): 02-40 



